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It has been noted and underlined, by authors such as Morgenstern (1992) and 
Kleineberg (2016), that a certain similarity becomes apparent when comparing 
aspects of the philosophical concepts as developed by Nicolai Hartmann on the one 
side, and Karl Popper’s theory of “Three Worlds” (1980) on the other. Kleineberg, for 
instance, argues that Hartmann’s “fusion of matter and life”, being an ontological 
requirement, is also to be “found in other ontological theories”, namely “for example, 
in Karl R. Popper’s famous three-world ontology, which includes a physical world 1, 
a mental world 2, and a cultural world 3” (2016, 87). Furthermore, Kleineberg points 
out that it “might be useful to compare Hartmann’s three modes of spirit to Popper’s 
three worlds” (2016, 88). Morgenstern, moreover, besides highlighting various other 
similarities between the respective philosophies of Hartmann and Popper (such as 
their concepts of realism (1992, 44) and their understanding of a priori (1992, 64)), 
likewise underlines similarities between Hartmann’s concepts and Popper’s theory of 
Three Worlds (1992, 184). Obviously, it is the case that certain concepts are similar. 
However, I would argue that further studies are required in order not to merely 
underline the apparent similarities, but to discuss them in an intertwined and 
complementary manner, i.e. not merely from a Hartmannian point of view but as well 
from an understanding based upon the assumptions underlying Popper’s philosophy 
and intentions. I argue, therefore, that a comparison of both philosophies should not 
restrict itself to a perspective taken from a Hartmannian point of view. Rather, I 
suggest that an extension of the perspectives presented in a comparison of Hartmann’s 
ontology and Popper’s epistemology will lead to further insights regarding the scope 
and the limits of the concepts and frameworks developed by both philosophers. 
 Accordingly, given the similar but nonetheless distinct results of the 
conceptual theories in question, i.e. as outlined by Hartmann and by Popper, it 
appears to be worthwhile to further analyse the arguments as developed by both 
philosophers and, therefore, to view the Hartmannian concepts also from a Popperian 
perspective, as well as vice versa. I shall proceed by focussing upon the Hartmannian 
ontology and upon the Popperian epistemology. Such a procedure, I argue, will result 
in more than merely opposing a Hartmannian ontological point of view and a 
Popperian epistemological point of view. Given the emphasis by Hartmann on 
ontology and the emphasis by Popper on epistemology, I argue that these 
philosophical approaches by both philosophers do not necessarily exclude one 
another, but are, in a certain sense, complementary. In other words, I shall focus upon 
the question of how, by comparing as well as by contrasting the conceptual 
frameworks of both philosophers, it is possible to gain a better understanding of both 
philosophies regarding their respective scopes as well as their respective limits. 
Furthermore, such an approach enables, I argue, a reassessment of both philosophical 
approaches, namely within a broader perspective, i.e. one transcending the respective 
limited frameworks of ontology and epistemology. A comparative and contrasting 



approach (in addition to an analysis of both scope and limit) does not merely 
contribute to a further clarification of the respective philosophies, but sheds additional 
light regarding the question to which degree the Popperian epistemology can or 
cannot do without an ontology and, vice versa, the Hartmannian ontology can or 
cannot do without an epistemology. Such results should facilitate a continuing 
inclusion of the insights of both philosophers throughout future discussions among 
philosophers. 
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